BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

April 2, 2007
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their regular monthly meeting at 7:00 PM on Monday, April 2, 2007 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center in Shafer Park.  In attendance were Mayor Kauffman, Assistant Mayor Long, Councilmen Chambers, Grove and Councilwoman Mose. Councilman Hawkins was not in attendance. Town Manager Smith, Planning Director Meyers and Police Chief Hewett were also in attendance. 
The regular session of the Mayor and Council on Monday, March 5, 2007 closed at 8:30 P.M. and moved into executive session.  Motion by Grove, second by Chamber to discuss a matter as stated under 10-508-7 of the Annotated Code of Maryland. Present were Asst. Mayor Long, Councilmen  Chambers, Grove, Hawkins and Mose.  Also present was Town Manager Debbie Smith and Planning Director Meyers.

Motion by Chambers, second by Mose to approve the March 5, 2007 Regular Meeting Minutes and Motion carried.

Motion by Nuice, second by Chambers to approve the March 5, 2007 Executive Session Meeting Minutes and Motion carried.
Motion by Mose, second by Chambers to approve Workshop Meeting Minutes for March 27, 2007 and Motion carried.
Motion by Grove, second by Nuice to approve the March Treasurers Report and Motion carried.
Motion by Grove, second by Chambers to approve the March Bills to be paid and Motion carried.


GUESTS: 
Boy Scouts Chris Danko and Graham Blair were in attendance to observe the meeting as part of a Scout achievement requisite.
CORRESPONDENCE:
· SMLL Opening Day Ceremony; Saturday, April 7th at 9am.
· Annual Easter egg Hunt; Sunday, April 8th @ 12:30pm in Shafer Park.
· Spring Bulk Pick Up; Saturday, April 14th.
· Annual Volunteer Recognition Luncheon for Reeder’s Home is on Wednesday, April 18th at Noon at Western Sizzlin. 
· Correspondence regarding municipal water allocations with DNR including the proposal for additional recharge area for Boonsboro.
· Sharpsburg Parade on Saturday, May 26th @ 1:30pm.
· Boonsboro Parade on Sunday, May 27th @ 1pm Ceremony with the parade beginning at 2pm.
· Jenny Sarnecki of the PTA wished to thank both Mayor Kauffman and Chief Hewett for coming in and talking to 2nd Graders about our Community last week.  
· Friday, March 23rd Mayor Kauffman spoke to 4th grader about the “If I Were Mayor” contest.
· Mayor Kauffman received a notice regarding a possible reduction in the new library funding due to a reduction in Capital funding. A letter of support has been submitted to our Senators requesting this funding remain as proposed for pending projects.
· Mayor Kauffman, Town Manager Smith and Council Hawkins went to the MDE on Wednesday, March 25th to receive a 2006 Drinking Water State Revolving Fund award for sustainable health protection from MDE & EPA regarding Boonsboro/Keedysville Regional Water Filtration Project that joined two communities in 1999.
· Mayor Kauffman will attend the annual EDC Banquet on Saturday, April 10th at Fountain Head Country Club.

· WC Junior Olympics will be held on May 5th at the school complex and rain date is May 12th.

· Fishing Derby will be held on May 12th at the Towns Pond.

NEW BUSINESS:
Request to Seek Proposals for Community Center Basement Access Door: proposal to seek bids for the design and construction of an ADA entrance in the basement area of the Community Center to provide public access to the model railroad display area. Motion by Nuice, second by Chambers to approve the recommendation as proposed. Motion carried.
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EDC New Member Appointments: Diane Webb, owner/operator of A Cut Above is being recommended as a new member of the EDC for a term of 3 yrs. Motion by Mose, second by Grove to approve the recommendation. Motion carried.  Also being recommended as a new member is Amy Bowen, Assistant Manager at Susquehanna Bank for the same term. Motion by Nuice, second by Chambers to approve the recommendation. Motion carried.
EDC Member Re-Appointments: Requesting the re-appointment of Erik Johnsson. Motion by Chambers, second by Long to approve the recommendation. Motion carried. Also requesting the re-appointment of Chris Sarnecki.  Motion by Mose, second by Nuice to approve the recommendation. Motion carried
Request to utilize portion of Town Farm for Planting Hay:  Town Manger Smith presented a request from Don Beard to utilize the area behind the stream known as Phase # 3 of the park expansion area to plant hay.  Smith stated that the current rate for leasing farm property is $65.00 per acre per year.  Town Manager is to have the Town Attorney draft a Lease agreement with Beard if he is agreeable to the rate. Motion by Grove, second by Long to approve the recommendation. Motion carried.

Joint MC/BOE Meeting:  Planning Director Meyers ask to Table this discussion till later.
Historic Preservation District: Planning Director Meyers is proposing to conduct a Public Hearing on May 7th at 6pm with a guest speaker on preservation districts that will provide information on what a proposed historic district will provide for both the residents and the town with proposed boundaries from 518 North Main Street to the Cronise Market of South Main Street and from St. Paul Street to 238 Potomac Street. A Preservation District Commission will be comprised of 7 members to regulate the guidelines that are approved by the Mayor and Council to be implemented within the preservation district and will review and approve all proposed building permits within this area to protect the integrity of the historic structures. A discussion on the stringency of regulating ones property with restrictions that would control how a property owner can alter, paint or even demo a portion of their property left the Mayor and Council with some reservations on the matter. Town Manager Smith added that the controls implemented in a Preservation District can be as stringent or as lenient as the Mayor and Council desire but the goal is to encourage a historic concept with relative color coordination.  Motion by Chambers, second by Nuice to approve a public hearing as recommended and reducing the proposed area to the current Town Center (TC) boundaries.  Motion carried.
Purchase of Old Boonsboro Hotel & US Hotel:  Mayor Kauffman announced that earlier today, Bruce Wilder and Nora Roberts purchased the US Hotel at 2 South Main Street and they are currently working on the restoration of the Boone Hotel.
COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission: Councilman Nuice –March 28th at 7pm discussed the matter of the proposed new legislation being discussed in Annapolis known as the “Green Bill” additional charges being placed on businesses and homes for the construction of roofs and parking lots creating an issue for maintaining affordable housing and feels the Mayor and Council should contact our local State Legislation to encourage them to push for this amendment to exempt the affordable housing.  Bids are back for re-writing the Comprehensive Plan  and average between $34,919.00-116,470.00. Board to review each proposal to make sure they meet the RFP for each of the 3-lowest bidders. The $52,000.00 budgeted for this project is coming from the Land Development Fees.  Next Meeting will be held on April 18th at 7pm.
EDC: Councilwoman Mose- EDC is will be holding there meetings at Town Hall instead of Community Center. Diane Webb and Amy Bowen were recommended as new members and Chris Sarnecki and Erik Johnsson were recommended for re-appointment. Discussion of holding a “Grand Opening” for the new Mountainside Florist. Dick Keesecker stated that only 1 response was received for the Economic Development RFP which was from S. Patz and Assoc. Town Manager Smith, Dick and George Messner visited Taneytown on Tuesday, March 20th to see what S. Patz & Assoc. had done for them.  It was apparent that S. Patz and Assoc. had conducted the same type of study for Taneytown as Mary Means and Associates had conducted for Boonsboro with a few minor exceptions and it would not benefit the town to expend an additional $25,000 for an additional study, especially when the economic factors in downtown are changing with the sale of 2 prominent structures.   
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BDDA: 
Dick Keesecker – Meeting on Wednesday, March 26th and discussed the meeting with the WC Association of Museums where each representative gave an overview of what they are currently doing. The Grand Opening of Olde Town Sweet’s on Feb. 24th. They discussed the purchase of the Boone Hotel.  They spoke about the Train Display. Nora Roberts will be holding another Book Signing on Friday, April 27th between 1-3pm.  There will be as many as 13-Authors signing books for the public. John Wilson and the students of the MD Institute College of Art will present their study findings for the proposed Boonsboro Museum of History in Baltimore on Thursday, May 3rd.
Police and Public Safety Commission: Assistant Mayor Long- members met on Mar 8th; Chief Hewett is requesting that the speed limit be raised to 25mph from Center Street to Ford Ave. for easier enforcement. Motion by Long, second by Grove to approve the recommendation. Motion carried.  National Night Out is on August 7th.   
Police Dept. Report:
 Chief Hewett stated that officers responded to 212 calls for service during the month of March.  All officers have completed their mandated classes and certifications for the year.  Chief Hewett stated that he also visited with BES 2nd graders last week to answer questions about the community and Police Department.  Preparations are being made for the installation of the park security system.

Utilities: 
Councilman Chambers - met on Thursday, March 8th , engineering services for the Alt 40 waterline extension  project were placed out for bid on March 30th and are due Friday, May 4th at 2pm. Dave Barnhart from the W.C. Health Department will be in attendance at the next meeting to review the project. WWTP bids came back on March 28th with the lowest bid of $9,538,866.00 and is being reviewed by CDM for tentative award at the end of the 90-day review period on June 25th. Greg Huntsberry and Jason Elliott were approved to attend the MRWA Conference in O.C. from April 29-May 1st.
Park Board: 
Town Manger Smith for Councilman Hawkins- members met on Mar.28th with the park officially opened on April 1st.  The Park Board did a walk thru of the park to review maintenance issues. A sign has been posted regarding   regulations for the use of the ball fields with leagues to contact Town Hall to register for a first come-first served basis. Play ground equipment has been ordered to replace some the equipment in the Park to be paid for with pending CPP funding.  CDM is finalizing the permitting with MDE, Soil Conservation and the County for Phase # 1 of the Park Expansion with comments due back mid April. 
The Fishing Derby is on May 12th and the 
Wagon Train is to arrive in the Park on Sunday, May 20th at 2 PM.







Town Manager:
 staff found a water leak in lower park restroom when they turned the water on to open the park, which was corrected on Monday, April 2nd by staff.  Smith says that she has currently pulled staff from the Knode Circle fencing project to complete the Schoolhouse fencing project to take care of the parking problem.  Smith is coordinating with Fire Chief Griffith for training of staff on Hydrant maintenance, flushing and flow testing.  All staff is currently working on the FY 08 Budget.



Motion by Chambers, second by Nuice close the regular session at 8:40 P.M. and move into executive session to discuss a personnel matter.

Respectfully submitted,



Teresa Hart
Administrative Assistant
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