MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO

REGULAR MEETING

July 7, 2008
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro regular meeting session convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and invocation.  In attendance were Mayor Kauffman, Assistant Mayor Long, Councilmen Chambers, Hawkins, Nuice, and Councilwomen Mose and Wetzel.  Also in attendance were Town Manager Smith, Town Planner Clark, Chief Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Miller. 

Motion by Long, second by Mose, to approve the June 2, 2008 Public Hearing Ordinance 2008-03; Regulating the Use of Skateboards Minutes and motion carried.  

Motion by Chambers, second by Long to approve the June 2, 2008 FY 2009 Proposed Budget Public Hearing with amendment made to closing time, and motion carried,
Motion by Hawkins, second by Mose to approve the June 2, 2008 Regular Session Minutes with amendments made and motion carried.
Motion by Nuice, second by Chambers to approve the June 30, 2008 Workshop Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
Motion by Chambers, second by Nuice to approve the June 30, 2008 Executive Workshop Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.

Motion by Hawkins, second by Chambers to approve the June 2008 Treasurers Report and motion carried.

Motion by Nuice, second by Chambers to approve the June 2008 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried.
CORRESPONDENCE:
· Washington County Library Fund Raiser “Gala In The Stacks” October 4, 2008
· Senator Mikulski – Federal Grants available – Brochure on Grants for Police Department
· South Eastern Washington County Board Minutes – Jeff Saylor, Chairman.  Mayor Kauffman urged citizens to join the Board.

· Governor Grant Conference – September 8, 2008 at University of Maryland-Town Manager to attend
· AG Expo – July 17 to July 22, 2008

· Elizabeth Hawkins – Donation Request for Junior Leadership Conference

· Maryland Department of Education brochure “Leading the Pack”
· Amanda Layfette, award winner form MML Scholarship,  Thank You letter to MML Chapter

· Gang Steering Committee Minutes from June 20, 2008

· Town of Boonsboro mentioned in “One Maryland” message from Governor O’Malley, on June 27, 2008
· Request for volunteers to serve on the Washington County Boards and Commissions.  July 22, 2008 – Annual County Commissioner Meeting in Boonsboro

· Letter from Army National Guard from Independence Day Celebration.  
· Mayor Kauffman noted that the Independence Day Celebration was very successful, and he thanked everyone involved.  Councilwoman Wetzel thanked Councilman Nuice for the recycling bins at Shafer Park during the Celebration.

· Letter of apology from Verizon concerning their publishing of non-published phone numbers. 
· Board of License Commission/Liquor Board - letter concerning alcoholic beverage license and Side Walk Café license.

· Mayor and a few Council Members attended the Convention in Ocean City, Maryland.  One of the topics discussed was street light upgrades to LCD lighting for better brightness.

· Invitation for the Williamsport MML dinner on July 28, 2008

· The Mayor and Council Workshop will be held on July 22, 2008 after the County Commissioners meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Shafer Park Expansion – Phase 1 Construction Alternates: The base construction bid of $625,122 from Charles E. Brake, Co. was approved on May 5, 2008, and the Notice to Proceed is pending consideration and approval of any alternates.  

Proposed Construction Alternates for Phase 1 include:
· Alternate 5: Pavement of the Pond access road at $40,266

· Alternate 6: Two pre-fabricated restrooms at $142,437

· Alternate 7: Remaining grading and turf re-establishment at $13,500.

Alternates 5, 6 & 7 total $196,203 for a total expense from General Fund of $821,325. Motion by Hawkins, second by Long to approve and issue the Notice to Proceed to Charles E. Brake, Company on Alternates 5, 6, and 7, and motion carried. Alt #4 Park Drive/McKeldin Drive Water main Replacement for $95,525 approved on June 2, 2008 to be paid by the water fund.  

Approval of Proposed Wages for FY09: Mayor and Council met in Executive Session to discuss the proposed employee wages for FY09. Motion by Chambers, second by Hawkins to approve the Proposed Wages of FY09, with Mose abstaining and Long opposing, and motion carried 4-1. 
NEW BUSINESS

Proposal for Addition of Gutters and Down Spouting to Park Pavilions: The Town recommends Cronise Corporation for the addition of 6” seamless gutters and down spouting at $3,481.10 to the Shafer Park pavilions #1, 2, 3 and 4. Motion by Mose, second by Chambers to approve the Proposal for Addition of Gutters and Down Spouting to Park Pavilions, and motion carried. 
Proposals to Trim and Remove Dead Trees from Shafer Park: The Town received quotes to remove one dead Silver Maple tree, grind the stump, and to prune 39 other trees.  There is an issue with some trees blocking the view of the security cameras at Shafer Park. Bids came in with Carbaugh Tree Service at $8,500, Antietam Tree & Turf at $12,500, and Lowery’s Tree Service at $25,000. The Town recommends Carbaugh Tree Service, LLC at the cost of $8,500.  Motion by Hawkins, second by Long to approve the low bid of Carbaugh Tree Service at $8,500, and motion carried.

Proposals for New Police Vehicle: Chief Hewett stated that the Police Department has received bids to purchase a 2008 Jeep Wrangler and is recommending Heritage Auto Park with the purchase price of $25,835.  Councilwoman Wetzel voiced concerns on the financial agreement of the vehicle between the Chief and the Town.  Chief Hewett stated the agreement is basically allowing him to provide and purchase his own police vehicle.  Motion by Hawkins, second by Chambers to approve the purchase of the New Police Vehicle, and motion carried.
· The Mayor and Council reviewed the vehicle agreement with Chief Hewett to pay monthly installments to the Town for the new Police Vehicle.  Motion by Nuice, second by Hawkins to approve the Agreement with Chief Hewett for the New Police Vehicle, and motion carried.

Introduction and Approval of Resolution 2008-03; Revised Building Permits Fees: Planning Director Clark stated that the Town needs to raise the permit fees for swimming pools in order to keep the fees consistent with Washington County.  Swimming pool permit fees would be raised to $140 for above ground pools and $195 for in ground pools. Washington County is enforcing new regulations: permits must be obtained for pools two feet in depth and greater. Most did not agree with the concept of enforcement on pools being only two feet in depth but because the town must submit the County their share of the permit fee based on their rate schedule, the town needs to remain consistent with our fees. Motion by Hawkins, second by Chambers to approve Resolution 2008-03, and motion carried.
Introduction of Ordinance 2008-04; Subdivision Amendment for As-Built Drawings: Planning Director Clark stated that there needs to be an amendment to the Subdivision Division Regulations requiring as-built drawings so that the Town can keep accurate records of all construction and major developments, and to keep with the 10% inflation rate when requiring bonds for improvements.  This will include digital copies of plans and records.  The Planning Commission, Town Engineer, and Attorney Wantz agree that there is a need for this amendment.  Clark stated that a Public Hearing would be held on August 4, 2008 at 6:45 PM.   Motion by Nuice, second by Chambers to approve the Introduction of Ordinance 2008-04 at a Public Hearing, and motion carried.
Introduction and Approval of Ordinance 2008-05; Amendment to the Municipal Infraction Ordinance: The Town Manager and Attorney Wantz advise to approve the Introduction of Ordinance 2008-05 amending Section 3 of Ordinance 2001-03, Providing that the Violation of Certain Municipal Ordinance Shall Be a Municipal Infraction by adding the following new language; “Notwithstanding the forgoing, the Mayor or the Town Manager may waive either or both of the notice requirements set forth in this Section, in furtherance of public health, safety or welfare, or for other good cause.” Councilman Chambers asked Town Planner Clark what the Town’s reason is for introducing this Ordinance.  The Town Planner stated that the town is currently dealing with one property that is in a state of complete neglect due to a status of foreclosure. The Mayor deemed that this is an emergency situation and that Ordinance 2008-05 should be introduced and approved at this meeting, and that the Ordinance would take effect immediately.  Motion by Chambers, second by Wetzel to approve the Introduction and Approval of Ordinance 2008-05, and motion carried.
Appointment to the Police and Public Safety Commission:  Two vacancies are open on the Police and Public Safety Commission with a recommendation to appoint Donnie Shumaker to fill one of the vacancies with a 3-year term to expire in June 2011.  Motion by Long, second by Chambers to approve the appointment of Donnie Shumaker to the Police and Public Safety Commission, and motion carried.
Donation Request for Junior Young Leadership Conference from Elizabeth Hawkins.  Motion by Nuice, second by Chambers to donate $100 to Elizabeth Hawkins, and motion carried with Hawkins abstaining.
County Commissioner Meeting on July 22, 2008 in Boonsboro: The Mayor and Council discussed items they would like placed on the agenda to discuss with the Commissioners:

· Mayor Kauffman: County Commuter Bus. Boonsboro is the largest Municipality in Southern Washington County, and has no commuter bus service.  There should be a public transportation service to Hagerstown.
· Councilman Nuice: Issues with Washington County Permits and Inspection Office.  County Officials want Boonsboro to use their codes and not the Town’s own codes.    

· Councilman Hawkins: Issues with the steep hill at the storm water management pond at the new Boonsboro Library.  There needs to be at least eighteen concrete parking stops on the edge of the parking lot by the hill.  There are no stops.

· Councilwoman Wetzel: Would like to see a recycling program brought to Boonsboro. Encourage a Pilot Program to start in Boonsboro, encourage other municipalities to join in. 


COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission - Councilman Nuice.  Minutes from the meeting held on June 25, 2008. Letter from the Washington County Board of License Liquor Board for Sidewalk Cafes Zoning and Regulation Ordinances.  Allegheny Power public information meeting held at the American Legion regarding the new transmission line.  Final Plat approval for Mr. Tritapoe on North Main Street.  Revised swimming pool permit fees adopted.  Meet weekly to work on the Comprehensive Plan rewrite, which is due in October to the Mayor and Council. 
Economic Development Commission - Councilwoman Mose. Meeting held on June 25, 2008.  Vicky Messner is now secretary.  Discussed the terms that members will hold.  Welcome Packet letters mailed to all Boonsboro businesses.  Mr. Richard Hughes of the MHAA is reviewing the original museum grant application for possible revisions to concentrate solely on cataloguing the items that Doug Bast is giving to the Town after his death. Members discussed the feasibility of moving the model train set to the Trolley Station at some point in the future.  Trolley rides will be provided during Boonsboro Days.  Ribbon cutting ceremony possible for Vesta and Palettie.  Book signing at Turn the Page on July 12, 2008.  National Night Out on August 5, 2008.  Boonsboro Days on September 6 and 7, 2008.  
Police & Public Safety - Assistant Mayor Long.  Meeting held on June 12, 2008. Guest Cheryl Yeagey spoke about “Keep Kids Alive – Drive 25” program.  Signs cost $20 per sign.  Commission will gather more information to present to Mayor and Council about participating in the program.  National Night Out volunteers are needed and welcome. SHA said they could accommodate the request of designating a commercial unloading zone on the square if town wishes to convert 2 residential spots into a commercial zone. It was recommended to designate a commercial unloading space on Main Street between the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM
Police Department Report – Police Chief Hewett. The Police Department received 519 calls for service, which included 72 motor vehicle violations. Arrested the juvenile responsible for the destruction of property at the Shafer Park pavilions who will be paying restitution and serving 40 community service hours.
Utilities – Councilman Chambers.  Meeting held June 12, 2008.  Update on Alt 40 Project and CLSI has completed of 30% design milestone.  Waste Water Treatment Plant construction project is at 30% completion.  Water Rate Study is taking place.  Hydrants repainted throughout town, and coded by NATA standards depending on flow and pressure.  Reappointment recommendation of George Messner and Rob Hutzell to the Commission.  Mayor Kauffman made a recommendation that Messner and Hutzell be reappointed to consecutive 4-year terms on the Utilities Commission to expire in June 2012. Motion by Chambers, second by Long for the reappointments, and motion carried.
Park Board - Councilman Hawkins. Meeting was held on June 25, 2008. Movie Night was held in Shafer Park with 12 children and 6 adults there for the viewing.  Discussed Budget and Pavilion issues, especially with the vandalizing of pavilion 4.  Skateboarding issues were discussed.  Independence Day Celebration a huge success.  Congratulations to Chairman Dave Wade for doing an outstanding job.  The new Library is thriving with 500+ new Library cards issued since opening.  The Town Pond will be listed in the Department of National Resources 2010 fishing book.  
Town Manager – Street repairs and overlays finished as of today, July 7, 2008.  Received the street-striping quote for St. Paul Street, Lanafield Circle, Orchard Drive, and Shafer Park Drive came in at $3,430 from Huntzberry Brothers, but the County will be approached before considering the quote.  State Aid for Police Protection has been transferred to the Governor’s Office of Crime Control & Prevention (GOCCP).  Notice of FY2009 POS $50,000 Grant award. Discussion with Mayor and Council over using Community Parks and Playground Grant for Park Expansion or current Park upgrades.  Councilman Chambers felt that it should be used for the Park Expansion, and Mayor and Council agreed.
Councilman Hawkins gave an update of the military gun repairs at Shafer Park.  He stated that the American Legion has fixed the base and made the gun secure.  There is no word yet as to when it will be sanded and painted.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
Frances Lynch asked if it would be possible for the Town to have a Farmer’s Market.  Donnie Shumaker suggested using the Fire Department parking lot adjacent to the Shafer Park for this purpose.  He also stated that there will be community flea markets held there.
Motion by Chambers, second by Hawkins to close the meeting at 9:05 PM, and move into Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter as stated under Section 10-508 (1) (i) of the Maryland Annotated Code of Maryland. Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,



Kimberly A. Miller
Administrative Assistant
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