Planning Commission Minutes

08/27/08
Page 2 of 2

Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission
wednesday, AUGUST 27, 2008
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairman Bob Snyder, W. Carvel Wright, Jr. , Thurston Faulder, Kim Koerting, and Mayor and Council Liaison Frank Nuice

Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner
Absent/Excused:  Vice-Chairman David Ambrose, Rob Maricle, and Julie Green
PRESIDING:
Chairman Bob Snyder called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The meeting minutes of the July 23, 2008 Planning Commission meeting were approved as presented.
NEW BUSINESS
RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS/DISCUSSION

BZA08-05: 204 NORTH MAIN STREET

Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the Variance request. She stated the appellant, Mr. Robert Vanreenen would like to build a three car garage at the rear of his property, and due to a shared driveway on the right side of his property, he would like to place the garage four feet closer to the left property line than the required setback of eight feet. 

A brief discussion was held on the ownership/legality of a shared driveway. Chairman Snyder stated that the proposed variance is for the setback requirement and would not have influence on the shared driveway.

Mr. Wright made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL TO THE BZA of the variance. Mr. Koerting seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
DISCUSSION


SUBDIVISION AMENDMENT: SITE PLAN AND LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS

Town Planner Clark gave an overall description on the proposed amendments to the Subdivision Regulations. She stated that the current Zoning and Subdivision Regulations had general landscaping and site plan requirements and the proposed amendment included more detail of these requirements. In addition to the proposed amendment, she presented requirements specific to commercial development over 75,000 square feet that she asked the Planning Commission to consider. She stated these additional requirements would be used to regulate the design of “big-box establishments”. 

Overall, the Planning Commission agreed to the concept of including more detailed requirements for landscaping and site plans. Chairman Snyder stated that he would like to discuss the proposed amendments, including those specific to large commercial establishments at the September meeting of the Planning Commission.
OTHER BUSINESS:

Boards and Commission Reports

Mr. Nuice gave a report of the Mayor and Council Workshop Meeting held August 25th.
Planning and Zoning Department Updates
Town Planner Clark gave a brief update on the status of the Draft Comprehensive Plan. She also presented the Planning Commission with summaries of the previous comprehensive plan work session, Administrative Adjustment Decision, and the July 2008 Zoning/Code Enforcement Report.
CITIZEN COMMENT


None 

COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENT


There were no comments from the Commission.

ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Bob Snyder declared the meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

___________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
